
CHP in the Ethanol Industry

April 1st, 2004
Luis Troche, CHP Partnership
Energy Supply and Industry Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



OverviewOverview

• What is the EPA CHP Partnership
• Why does EPA promote CHP?
• How can EPA Help?
• Where do we go from here?



EPA’s CHP PartnershipEPA’s CHP Partnership

• Voluntary public-private partnership to help get 
CHP projects installed

• Launched in 2001
– 127 partners today 

– 851 MW in operational CHP projects assisted

• Partners are Governments, Institutions, Industry, 
NGO’s, Regional CHP Initiatives

• Key agencies: DOE, FEMP, HUD



What does the CHPP Do?What does the CHPP Do?

• Work closely with states to promote the 
environmental, economic, and energy 
benefits of CHP

• Work closely with DOE and the regional 
applications centers

• Conduct targeted market development
• Help Partners implement CHP projects
• Recognize CHP Projects and partners

– Energy Star CHP awards



Why Combined Heat and Power?Why Combined Heat and Power?

• Reduces emissions
• Saves money
• Improves power infrastructure
• Benefits the consumer, the State, and the 

environment



Why isn’t CHP common in the 
Ethanol Industry?
Why isn’t CHP common in the 
Ethanol Industry?

• Unfamiliarity with technologies
• Concern about natural gas prices
• Not normally offered by energy suppliers
• Lack of capital
• Utility practices
• Other pressing priorities



How are EPA and DOE Helping this 
Industry?
How are EPA and DOE Helping this 
Industry?
• Evaluated economic and energy benefits of 

CHP at ethanol plants
• Potential to burn VOCs in CHP system
• Developed educational materials
• Holding workshops for ethanol industry
• Visiting and networking with plants, 

developers, and states
– Communicating with about 6 ethanol plants



How can we help you?How can we help you?

• Educational resources
– Technologies, business opportunities

• Feasibility assessments
• Network with partners, consultants, 

developers, permit writers
• Identify funding opportunities
• Offer sales collateral
• Recognize your CHP projects



EPA CHP Partnership Assistance
to End-User Partners
EPA CHP Partnership Assistance
to End-User Partners



EPA CHP Partnership Assistance 
and Services to Industry Partners
EPA CHP Partnership Assistance 
and Services to Industry Partners



For More InformationFor More Information

• Luis A. Troche
Team Leader
U.S. EPA Combined Heat and Power 

Partnership
202-343-9442  phone
202-343-2208  fax
www.epa.gov/chp


